
LAMORINDA WEEKLY             Page:  A7Wednesday, September 23, 2015 www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977

Pickleball ... continued from page A6

After the wind calmed it was decided
that on-court objects could also be to
blame. Rookie Dave Wolden became
the first player to draw our attention
to an obstructive pine needle, which
he claimed was responsible for his
missed return. I was skeptical at first,
but after badly missing my serve I
was forced to conclude that this pesky
pine needle had most likely blown
over with the wind and lodged itself
under my shoe, wrecking havoc on
my traction. 

      
During the entire two hours we

only took breaks to re-erect the wind-
embattled net and we only stopped
when the Parks and Rec Department
needed its equipment back. Despite
dripping with sweat one player, com-

menting on the ease of play, remarked
that “the hardest part was keeping the
score,” and added. “I'll be here next
Thursday!”

      
I believe Pickleball's popularity

also lies in its accessibility. Aging ten-
nis players will find that the sport of-
fers a comparable experience to
tennis, but that the shrunken court de-
mands less impact while still offering
good exercise. Young athletes will ap-
preciate the economy of Pickeball
gear in comparison to other sports
equipment.

      
It's worth mentioning that a few

spectators stopped by, no doubt
amused by the novel sight, as I had
weeks before. Considering Pickle-
ball's continued expansion, one won-

ders how big its future might be. The
USAPA is optimistic, pointing to the
upcoming first-ever professional live
broadcast of the Pickleball National
Championship as a sign of the sport's
explosion. According to a USAPA
representative, the organization sees
Pickleball becoming an Olympic
sport sooner rather than later. Who
knows, yesterday's spectator could be
tomorrow's paid Pickleballer.  

      
Pickleball is played at Orinda

Community Center Park from 2 to 4
every Thursday, excepting rain and
holidays. Cost: $3 for Orinda resi-
dents; $4 for non-residents. For info,
visit www.cityoforinda.com, Parks
and Recreation Department, adult
programs.

People play Pickleball at Orinda Community Park. Photo provided

How's your hearing?  
Ask an Audiologist

Dr. Erik M. Breitling, Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette 
(925) 262-4242   www.LamorindaAudiology.com
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“Ours was a major fixer and we had no desire to try to stage it. Thanks to Frank and Tina, we
didn't need to. They used their contacts and knowledge of the area to get us top dollar (and

then some) in an unbelievably smooth transaction.”   Jonathon

Frank Woodward  Tina Jones 925-330-2620   
WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Two Masters in Real Estate Providing World Class Service

Olive Lovers Rejoice!
Orinda Olive Festival happens Oct. 4

Lamorindans can learn about
everything olive, from the

chemistry of olive oil to how to
make olive branch crowns and
wreaths or create olive-inspired
recipes, at the 6th Annual Orinda
Olive Festival from 11:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 4 at the
Wagner Ranch Nature Area, 350
Camino Pablo in Orinda. This
free, family-friendly event, spon-
sored by the Friends of Wagner
Ranch Nature Area, celebrates
olives, of course, as well as the
historic Wagner Ranch, which in-
cludes its 130-year-old Mission
Olive Grove. Optional donations
support outdoor, hands-on envi-

ronmental science and social
studies programs for K-5 Orinda
Unified School District students.
Multiple vendors will offer sam-
ples of olives, olive oils and vine-
gars, docents will provide tours of
the 18-acre property, and there
will be arts and crafts, games,
food and live music for everyone
to enjoy. For more information,
visit http://fwrna.org. (See Susie
Iventosch’s Sharp Cheddar Olive
Beer Bread recipe in the Sept. 9
Lamorinda Weekly archives at
http://www.lamorindaweekly.co
m/archive/issue0914/Showing-
the-Love-for-Olives-in-this-
Cheesy-Beer-Bread.html.) J. Wake

californiamoves.com
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The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

LAFAYETTE $2,998,000
5/5.5. Happy Valley Estate: custom
gardens, classic charm, superb
craftsmanship, approx 1.03 acre
Finola Fellner     CalBRE# 01428834

MORAGA $1,100,000
4/2. Meticulously maintained, walk to
town,park and more, updates, half acre
plus, don’t miss!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $959,000
3/2. Meticulously remodeled w/superb
finishes & attention to detail. Ideal
location.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $958,000
4/2. Newly refinished hardwood floors,
light & bright open floor plan.12 yrs of
top rtd schools.
Fellner/O’Brien CalBRE#01428834/01482496

ORINDA $1,575,000
4/4.1. Classic 1930's Tudor, updated
with and 1bd/1bth cottage on a
beautifully landscaped .52 acre lot.
Lynn Molloy    CalBRE# 01910108

OAKLAND $1,395,000
4/2.5. Stunning multi-lvl, vu’s chef kitch,
pvt, 2 Mstr suites, decks, H/W, yard,
garage, CLEAN.
Tom Stack     CalBRE# 01501769

ORINDA $3,295,000
5/4.5. Breathtaking Mediterranean Estate
with glorious Views, opulent paradise in
the prestigious Glorietta vicinage.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

OAKLAND $695,000
1/2. Views of Lake Merritt.  Luxury co-op
features walls of glass, an office/den
space, low maintenance lifestyle.
Andi Brown   CalBRE#01738605

LAFAYETTE $1,387,500
4/2.5 Broker Exclusive. Extensively remodeled
home. Hdwd flrs, chef’s kit, private Mstr Ste,
beautiful outdoor pavilion, lrg patio area.
Nancy Stryker    CalBRE# 01290021

ORINDA $1,785,000
4/3.5. Remodeled & expanded. Open
floor plan for easy living. Close to 12
years of Orinda Schools.
Laura Abrams    CalBRE# 01272382

MORAGA $699,000
3/2. Gorgeous renovated townhome
w/all the amenities including golf course
views!
Cathy Schultheis     CalBRE# 01005765

LAFAYETTE $1,575,000
4/3.5. Remodeled & expanded. Easy
living with many upgrades. Part of
Woodland Hill swim & tennis.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01341390/01388020

MORAGA $1,299,000
5/3. Resort Living in Campolindo.
Redone master bath, updated kitchen-
family room, pool & spa.
The Holcenberg Team CalBRE#01373412

ORINDA $799,000
3/2. Convenience & Style in this Mid-
Century Classic in downtown. Beautiful
flat yard.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE# 01390784

MORAGA $795,000
3/2. Super sharp updated Traditional
townhome nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac
in Carroll Ranch.
Patti Camras CalBRE#01156248

ORINDA $1,489,000
4/2.5. Stunning updated Mid-Century.
Open floor plan, vaulted ceilings, large
windows & views.
Finola Fellner     CalBRE# 01428834

This is where kisses are shared, 
playing is mandatory and socks 
are optional. 

Coldwell Banker.  
Where Home Begins. 

THIS IS HOME

For more information, contact 

Coldwell Banker today. 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
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